


“The good Lord uses all 
kinds of instruments.”

St. Eugene De Mazenod
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“Music is my life and my life is music.  Anyone who does not understand this is not worthy of 
God.”  Perhaps this quotation from Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart may startle as an introduction to 
a time of immediate preparation for our bicentenary.  Yet, looking at the gift that God gave us in 
and through Eugene De Mazenod, the image of music seems to be the most appropriate way of 
describing our Oblate life.  Filled with the melody of God’s saving love, Eugene played this music 
with his life and taught others to find their personal and communal song of God’s love and to be 
filled by its melody.

The charism, which Eugene received as a gift of the Holy Spirit, can be likened to a very 
specific melody.  He allowed it to penetrate the depths of his being, to transform him into an 
instrument that constantly played this melody.  In his priestly ministry to the most abandoned, 
he captivated them with his music and made them participants in the song of the Savior’s 
love for them.  Two hundred years ago he invited other like-minded persons to join him with 
the instruments of their lives and to form an “orchestra” of missionaries.  For 200 years our 
Mazenodian family has been playing this music and filling the world with its melody.

Adapting the words of the great composer and jazz player, Ornette Coleman:  “Jazz is the 
only music in which the same note can be played night after night but differently each time,” we 
can recognize the same note played out in our history, with different and richer tones each time, 
depending on which part of the Oblate world it is played in.

Our preparation to mark our 200th anniversary of foundation is an invitation to listen once 
again to that music which is our charism, to allow it to transform us in a new way, and to be 
renewed in our commitment to continue reproducing the love of our Savior in the lives of those 
who are the most abandoned.

The nine reflections which follow are offered as a guide and to give you basic material to 
choose from and adapt for personal, community and ministerial use.  They aim at preparing us to 
celebrate the day of our bicentenary.

INTRODUCTION TO THE NOVENA
God’s saving love is my life, and my life is love of the Savior:   
Two Hundred Years of Mazenodian music that has filled the world  
with the melody of salvation
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who formed and prepared Eugene to be our founder.” 

Come, let us sing to the Lord and shout with joy to the Rock who saves us. 
Let us approach God with praise and thanksgiving and sing joyful songs to the Lord.

R/ “Come, let us worship the Lord, who formed and prepared Eugene to be our founder.”

REFLECTION
It has been said that a violin or a guitar are nothing more than a piece of wood and a dead cat – yet once 

that wood and the gut are carefully worked on, they can produce powerful music at the hands of a skilled player.  
A person could remain a useless “piece of wood and a dead cat” unless given the opportunity to be made into 
something useful like a musical instrument.

The celebration of our bicentenary begins with us recalling the one whom God prepared to use as instrument.  
As we do so, it is an invitation to recall how God has formed each of us – and thousands of Oblates and lay 
associates over 200 years.

The life of Eugene De Mazenod was filled with persons and events that molded, formed and prepared him to 
become the founder of the Oblates.  Let’s look at three areas:

Schooled to be close to people and build family.
Born into a well-off family, and not lacking anything, he knew that he was loved and he learnt 

to love in return.  Looking back he wrote:

I have not changed over the years.  I idolize my family.  I would let myself be cut up 
into little pieces for some members of my family… Generally speaking I love with 
passion everybody I believe loves me.

Self-evaluation written for his spiritual director in 1808, O.W. XIV n. 30

We trace this characteristic throughout his life.  The model of family love was essential to him 
and was a guide for him in his ministry.  His major ministry in Aix as a young priest was to the 
youth of city.  It was a time of learning how to create a family spirit among them as a means of 
evangelization and growth.  Three years later he was able to apply this method when he brought 
the first Oblates into being.

REFLECTION ONE:  GOD FORMS AND 
PREPARES THE INSTRUMENT TO PRODUCE 

THE MUSIC OF OUR CHARISM
[This reflection has been inspired by the image of Caryl Houselander who speaks of Mary as the  

“Reed of God” – the instrument through whom God played the music of the Incarnation.]
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Happiness awaits us in this holy Society which will have but one heart and soul…

… All depends on how we begin.  We need perfect unanimity of sentiments, the same 
goodwill, the same disinterestedness, the same devotedness – that sums it up.

Letter to Henri Tempier, 9 October 1815 O.W. VI n. 4

Often he spoke about the Oblates as the family of which he was the father, and his dying 
threefold call to charity was a call to deeper family unity.  Here is the reason why he insisted that 
a close community life be a non-negotiable value of Oblate life.  Here too is the root of his legacy 
that the Oblates always be close to the people.

Strength of character and leader
Eugene had a strong character and was a born leader – qualities which matured and carried 

him through the difficulties of his adolescent years of exile in Italy.  Qualities which made it 
possible for him to survive the difficulties in founding the Oblates and guiding us through difficult 
situations.  Qualities which made him stand up to kings and civic leaders, to hostile bishops and 
priests, and to incredible political and social difficulties.  Qualities which were necessary to ensure 
the foundation and fragile growth of the young Oblate family.

Sensitivity to the most abandoned
His warm, sensitive heart led him to a sensitivity to the needs of others and to search for the 

most loving response possible in any situation.
Eugene, the musical instrument, realized his potential and became what he was – with an 

overwhelming sensitivity to those whom society cast out as worthless and nothing more than a 
“piece of wood and a dead cat.”  The one who had been formed in this way, now became the 
instrument of change for others.  This was the only reason why he was capable of preaching and 
dedicating his life to evangelizing the most abandoned in such an effective way:

Let your eyes see for once beneath the rags that cover you, there is within you an 
immortal soul made in the image of God whom it is destined to possess one day, a 
soul ransomed at the price of the blood of Jesus Christ, more precious in the eyes of 
God than all earth’s riches, than all the kingdoms of the earth, a soul of which he is 
more jealous than of the government of the entire universe.  Christians, know then 
your dignity.

Notes for the first instruction in the Church of the Madeleine, O.W. XV n. 114

Reflection 1
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WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

Hosea 11:1-4
“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.
But the more they were called, the more they went away from me.
They sacrificed to the Baals and they burned incense to images.
It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not realize it was I who 
healed them.
I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love.  To them I was like one who lifts a little 
child to the cheek, and I bent down to feed them.

Matthew 10:19-20
Do not worry about what to say or how to say it.  At that time you will be given what to say, 

for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE
Constitution 45 Jesus personally formed the disciples he had chosen, initiating them into “the 

mystery of the Kingdom of God” (Mark 4:11).  As a preparation for their mission he had them 
share in his ministry; to confirm their zeal he sent them his Spirit.

This same Spirit forms Christ in those who endeavour to follow in the Apostles’ footsteps.  
As they enter more deeply into the mystery of the Saviour and his Church, he moves them to 
dedicate themselves to the evangelization of the poor.

WE RESPOND
Eugene was formed to become the instrument that received the music of our charism and 

transmitted it to us.  Several possible reactions suggest themselves in response:
•  A moment of thanksgiving for Eugene as our Founder and Father, whose “yes” to being used as 
instrument to bring our Oblate family into existence.

•  Thanksgiving for the gift of my vocation and the contribution of my personality, talents and the 
grace of God.

•  Gratitude for the way in which I and my community have been molded by God, people and 
events to become an Oblate musical instrument.

•  Recommit myself to a more generous use of my gifts, talents, abilities to serve those who are 
most in need.

•  Other…

Reflection 1
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CONCLUDING PRAYER
(This is the prayer for the forthcoming General Chapter, slightly modified for the bicentenary)

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which  
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life  
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned:   

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation,  
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth  
and the light of the world, 

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit. 
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 1

“Our talents are the gift that God gives to us...   
What we make of our talents is our gift back to God.”

Leo Buscaglia
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who gave his life for us on the Cross.”
   Today, listen to the voice of the Lord: 

Do not grow stubborn, as your ancestors did in the wilderness, when at Meriba and 
Massah they challenged me and provoked me, 
Although they had seen all of my works.

R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who gave his life for us on the Cross.”

REFLECTION
The first 25 years of Eugene’s life had certainly been extraordinary! Born into the privileges of the nobility, he 

was chased out of his country by the revolution and lost security, status, wealth, and even endured the breakup of 
his family.  At a time when an adolescent most needed stability, he was buffeted from one extreme to the other:  
from the care of the Zinelli family in Venice to poverty and loneliness in Naples and then into luxury and the 
world of the nobility with the Cannizzaro family in Sicily.  At age 20 he returned to France and continued to 
fluctuate between the search for pleasure, wealth, an aimless existence, and aridity as he searched for meaning and 
purpose in life.

One Good Friday
These strands all came together one Good Friday, when the 25-year-old Eugene looked at the 

Cross and received the life-changing intuition:

I had looked for happiness outside of God and for too long with resulting unhappiness.

Referring to his past fluctuations, he acknowledged how distressed and tormented his life 
had been:

How often in my past life had my wounded, tormented heart taken wings for God from 
whom it had turned away!

The sight of the Cross became a resurrection experience for him, a call to new life:

Never was my soul more satisfied, never did it feel such happiness; for in the midst of 
this flood of tears, despite my grief, or rather through my grief, my soul took wings for 
its last end, towards God its only good whose loss it felt so keenly…

So I had looked for happiness outside of God, and outside him I found but affliction 
and disappointment.

REFLECTION TWO:  THE OBLATE CROSS,  
OUR SPECIFIC MUSICAL THEME
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At this moment his life changed and its focus would always continue to be on God, his Savior:

Blessed, a thousand times blessed, that he, this good Father, notwithstanding my 
unworthiness, lavished on me all the richness of his mercy.

The instrument, whom God had been fashioning for so many years, was finally focused enough 
to be capable of recognizing and receiving the music whose melody became the theme of his life:

…to act in everything and for everything only for God, to love him above all else, to 
love him all the more as one who has loved him too late.

Retreat Journal, December 1814, O.W. XV n. 130

The Oblate Cross
Eugene had received his specific characteristic life-melody – and ours – at the foot of the Cross.  

The melody was the Cross.  He became aware of the loving eyes of Christ the Savior focused on 
him.  He saw himself through those eyes and understood himself and the purpose of his life.  He 
was transformed by the loving look and wide-open arms of the Savior on the Cross.  Experiencing 
the oblation of Jesus, he responded with the oblation of his life.  This is his Oblate melody – and it 
is ours.

The symbol of the Cross became the vehicle of the invitation of Jesus Christ to give “all for 
God” and to invite others to that same love.  The Cross was the invitation to oblation and the sign 
of oblation.

Consequently, the only distinctive sign possible for the Missionary was the Cross:

Their only distinctive mark will be the crucifix, which is proper to their ministry.  
They will always wear it on their chest, inserted in the cincture and hanging from a 
cord to which it is attached.  (1818 Rule, Part Two, Chapter One.  Regarding other 
principle observances)

Today, “our only distinctive sign is the Oblate Cross” (C64) because it was the only distinctive 
sign possible for Eugene:

The Oblate Cross which is received at perpetual profession is a constant reminder of 
the love of the Savior who wishes to draw all hearts to himself and sends us out as his 
co-workers.  CC&RR, Constitution 63

It is powerful to see that as people feel called to share in Eugene’s vision and mission as laity, as 
religious or as priests – it is the Oblate Cross that becomes the uniting and transforming symbol of 
our quest.  It is indeed our symphony!

Reflection 2



10   Missionary Oblates Bicentenary Novena

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

Luke 4:16-21
He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah.  He unrolled the scroll and 

found the passage where it was written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to 

the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 

oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”
Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in 

the synagogue looked intently at him.  He said to them, “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in 
your hearing.”

I Corinthians 2:1-5
When I came to you, brothers, proclaiming the mystery of God, I did not come with sublimity 

of words or of wisdom.  For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.  I came to you in weakness and fear and much trembling, and my message and 
my proclamation were not with persuasive words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of spirit 
and power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE:
The Cross of Jesus Christ is central to our mission.  Like the Apostle Paul, we “preach Christ 

and him crucified” (1 Cor 2: 2).  If we bear in our body the death of Jesus, it is with the hope 
that the life of Jesus, too, may be seen in our body (cf. 2 Cor 4:10).  Through the eyes of our 
crucified Savior we see the world which he redeemed with his blood, desiring that those in 
whom he continues to suffer will know also the power of his Resurrection (cf. Phil 3:10).  
CC&RR, Constitution 4

WE RESPOND:
The unforgettable jazz trumpeter, Louis Armstrong, declared:  “My whole life, my whole soul, 

my whole spirit is to blow that horn.”  We can paraphrase that to say that for Eugene, his whole 
life, his whole soul, his whole spirit was to blow the melody of salvation:  to bring the Cross into 
every situation.  He invites us to do the same.

Some possible responses:
•  Spend time observing my Oblate Cross and allowing the eyes of my Crucified Savior to look at 

me and my life, my mission, my community, my world…
•  How does my community, and my province, put into practice seeing the world through the eyes 

of the Crucified Savior?
•  Luke 4:18-19 is an invitation to recognize personal and communitarian poverty, captivity, 

blindness, oppression, and need of the Lord’s time of grace.  Then, through the eyes of our 
Crucified Savior, to see the invitation of the world around us to recognize the same.

Reflection 2
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•  Oblation means to let the melody of the Cross play in and through the instrument of my life.  
Oblation means to respond to God’s love with all my heart, soul and spirit, oblation means loving 
my neighbor, especially the most abandoned, with the love of Christ the Savior; oblation means 
loving myself and allowing the Savior to love me and forgive me and transform me (perhaps the 
most difficult of the three).

•  Other…

CONCLUDING PRAYER

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which  
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life  
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned:   

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation,  
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world,  

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit. 
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 2

“Not that our salvation should be the effect of our work, 
but our work should be the evidence of our salvation.”

Charles Spurgeon
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who formed and prepared Eugene to be our founder.”
   Come, then, let us bow down and worship,  

bending the knee before the Lord, our maker, 
For he is our God and we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who formed and prepared Eugene to be our founder.”

REFLECTION
Every musical composition has a basic theme-melody that runs throughout the work and is developed into 

movements or variations.  No matter how complex the work becomes, one can always pick up the underlying 
theme which is developed in many ways to accommodate the particularities of each different instrument playing 
it.  Eugene’s Good Friday intuition gave him the basic theme:  “Through the eyes of the Crucified Savior.”  Now 
as he began to reproduce this in his life, the expressions of the theme developed.

Seeing with new eyes
The cause of the development was in the “looking” – before his conversion Eugene’s attention 

had been self-focused.  The sight of the Cross changed all that, and now we find him beginning 
to look around him with new eyes.  With each new awareness he recognized an invitation – 
and responded.

It was a quarter century now that the French Revolution had attempted to destroy religion.  
What had survived was controlled by Napoleon.  Convents and churches had been destroyed, a 
huge number of religious and priests had been imprisoned, killed or forced to flee.  The people 
were abandoned and consequently the knowledge and practice of their faith was weak or 
non-existent.  Through the eyes of the Crucified Savior, Eugene became aware of this suffering 
and responded with the oblation of his life as a priest dedicated to the people who were 
most abandoned.

Learning how to respond
The three years that he spent as a seminarian in Paris had continued to widen his horizons with 

many new experiences.  Each was perceived through the theme-melody of his life, and became 
its expression.  His studies led him to understand his experience of God and how to express 
this in priestly ministry to an abandoned people.  His immediate contact with Napoleon’s grip 
on religion and the imprisonment of the Pope gave him a firsthand insight into the Church’s 
suffering.  He discovered sections of society who were ignored – like the lice-ridden boys whom 
no one wanted to teach, and whom he catechized to bring to the love of the Savior.

REFLECTION THREE:  YOU JUST  
PRACTICE EVERY DAY
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Practicing the melody
Returning to Aix as a young priest, Eugene’s first act was to ask not to be sent to a parish but 

to be allowed to dedicate himself to serving those classes of people who were abandoned.  As he 
looked at people and situations “with the eyes of the Crucified Savior” he became aware of the 
prisoners abandoned in filthy conditions with no one to bring them hope, those condemned to 
death, or prisoners of war dying of disease without the assistance of the church’s ministry.  He saw 
the youth whose lives had been as aimless as his own life had been before his conversion, and he 
dedicated himself to a highly-successful youth ministry.  He encountered the reality of the poorer 
classes who were abandoned because they only spoke Provencal, and the church’s ministry was in 
Latin and French.

The theme of Eugene’s life was enlarged with every situation he interpreted through the 
eyes of the Savior.  Each situation of human abandonment introduced a new note and added a 
variation to the basic melody.  Each note that was added was to become a part of the charism we 
received on 25 January 1816, when Eugene invited us to bring the instruments of our lives to join 
his orchestra.

Constant practice
Three years of full-time ministry to the most abandoned of Provence were years of formation 

in which God was preparing the foundation of the Oblates.  When one of our greatest 
contemporary violinists, Itzhak Perlman, spoke about his education as a violinist, he said:  “I am 
playing the violin, that’s all I know, nothing else, no education, no nothing.  You just practice every 
day.”  Eugene’s early years of priestly ministry were “You just practice every day.”

Constant practice in looking at everyone and everything through the eyes of his Crucified 
Savior led to the event of our foundation which we mark in our bicentenary.  For 200 years 
the Oblate family has continued practicing in over 65 countries – always finding new notes and 
expression for our unchanging melody.  We give thanks for this magnificent richness!

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

Jeremiah 18:1-6
The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying:  “Arise and go down to the potter’s 

house, and there I will cause you to hear My words.”  Then I went down to the potter’s house, and 
there he was, making something at the wheel.  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred 
in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter 
to make.

Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying:  “O house of Israel, can I not do with you 
as this potter?” says the Lord.  “Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, 
O house of Israel!”

Reflection 3
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John 12:1-8
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.  He takes away every branch in me that 

does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.  You are already 
pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.  Remain in me, as I remain in you.  Just as a 
branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you 
remain in me.  I am the vine, you are the branches.  Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear 
much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.  Anyone who does not remain in me will 
be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and throw them into a fire and 
they will be burned.  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you want 
and it will be done for you.  By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become 
my disciples.”

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE:
“The goal of the formation process is that each of us become an apostolic man, capable of 

living the Oblate charism.  Inspired by the example of Mary, we live in creative and ongoing 
fidelity our personal commitment to Jesus Christ, while serving the Church and God’s Kingdom.”  
CC&RR, Constitution 46

WE RESPOND:
•  What is the basic focusing experience of my life?  How has it made me look at God, others 
and myself?

•  How has this focus developed over the years of formation?  How has God been using people and 
events to form me?  What has happened over the years?

•  How do I “practice this every day?”
•  Community is an essential aspect of our Oblate vocation.  What is the basic focus of my 

community?  What is our basic community identity – the focus that keeps us together?
•  How do we, as community, “practice this every day?”
•  Other…

Reflection 3



Missionary Oblates Bicentenary Novena   15

CONCLUDING PRAYER

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which  
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life  
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned:   

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation,  
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world,  

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit.
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 3

“If I wanted to play the violin, I had to work.  Because 
anything that one wants to do really, and one loves doing, 

one must do every day.  It should be as easy to the artist and 
as natural as flying is to a bird.  And you can’t imagine a bird 

saying well, I’m tired today, I’m not going to fly!”  
Yehudi Menuhin
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who calls us to respond to the cry of the most abandoned.”
  Forty years I endured that generation.
  I said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray and they do not know my ways.”
  So I swore in my anger, “They shall not enter into my rest.”
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who calls us to respond to the cry of the most abandoned.”

REFLECTION
Continuing the image of our Oblate congregation as an orchestra, or group of musicians, playing the melody 

of a specific God-given charism, we ask, “Why did Eugene form the orchestra in January 1816?”
A group of priests, painfully aware of the suffering of the people of Provence, joined Eugene in the process of 

rebuilding the post-revolution church of France and dedicated their lives to bringing these abandoned victims of 
the revolution into the fullness of communion with Jesus Christ and the Church.

The Church, that glorious inheritance purchased by the Savior at the cost of all his 
blood, has in our days been cruelly ravaged… In this lamentable state, the Church calls 
for help to her ministers, those to whom she has entrusted the most precious interests of 
her Divine Spouse…

Preface

Those who suffered were the Christians:  it was not their fault that they had become ignorant and indifferent.  
No one had ministered to them in any meaningful way – they were truly abandoned and without direction in 
matters of their faith.  It was this situation that deeply moved Eugene and his companions.

Now, you will perhaps ask why, since I wish to be a missionary…

But what must be remembered is that our regions are without any help, that their 
peoples offer hopeful signs of being converted and must not therefore be abandoned...  
We have to speak in their own language in order to be understood by them.  We have to 
preach in Provençal.  (Letter to Father Forbin Janson, 28 October 1814, O.W. VI n. 2)

The local church did have a pastoral concern for their salvation but, with the best will of those involved, it still 
remained insufficient and even useless.  The task was too big and the availability of persons was limited.  Hence 
the need for a decisive intervention as he explained to a prospective member:

REFLECTION FOUR:  WHY WAS OUR 
ORCHESTRA FORMED?
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The good we intend to do must remedy the greatest evils that face us.  Those who deal 
with them dwindle; there is nothing more urgent.

It is a matter of some priests banding together and continually preaching missions 
in all sectors of this vast diocese and surroundings… We would begin in your part of 
the country where religion is practically extinct as in so many other places.  (Letter to 
Hilaire Aubert, 1815, O.W. VI n. 3)

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

Matthew 9:35-38
Jesus went around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 

Gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness.  At the sight of the crowds, his heart 
was moved with pity for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a 
shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask 
the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.”

Matthew 23:37-39
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how many times 

I yearned to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her young under her wings, but you 
were unwilling!  Behold, your house will be abandoned, desolate.  I tell you, you will not see me 
again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE:
“We are a missionary Congregation.  Our principal service in the Church is to proclaim 

Christ and his Kingdom to the most abandoned.  We preach the Gospel among people who have 
not yet received it and help them see their own values in its light.  Where the Church is already 
established, our commitment is to those groups it touches least.

Wherever we work, our mission is especially to those people whose condition cries out for 
salvation and for the hope which only Jesus Christ can fully bring.  These are the poor with their 
many faces; we give them our preference.”  CC&RR, Constitution 5

WE RESPOND:
What touched the heart of Eugene and made him respond was the plight of people in Provence 

who were not being adequately catered for by the normal ministry of the local church.
•  Who are the people we encounter in our Province who are in the same situation today?
•  Rule 8a invites us to reflect on how we “let our lives be enriched by the poor and the 

marginalized as we work with them, for they can make us hear in new ways the Gospel 
we proclaim.”

•  It also invites us to assess whether we are always “sensitive to the mentality of the people, 
drawing on the riches of their culture and religious traditions.”

•  Other…

Reflection 4
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CONCLUDING PRAYER

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which  
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life  
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned:   

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation,  
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth  
and the light of the world,  

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit.
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 4

“Why blame the dark for being dark? It is far more helpful 
to ask why the light isn’t as bright as it could be.”

Rob Bell
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who has chosen us to be missionaries.”
   Know that the Lord is God,  

he made us, we belong to him,  
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who has chosen us to be missionaries.”

REFLECTION
The time had come for Eugene to begin to invite others to join him in his missionary project – or to use the 

image that is accompanying us, to bring the instruments of their lives to join the “orchestra” he was forming.

Through the eyes of the Crucified Savior
His letter to the 27-year-old diocesan priest, Henri Tempier, is an essential foundation 

document for us.  It contains the seeds of what is essential in our vocation.  The letter shows the 
fundamental starting point of the vocation of any member of the Mazenodian family:  it has to be 
through the eyes of Christ the Savior.  “Read this letter at the foot of your crucifix” is a necessary 
attitude:  Eugene experienced God’s love for him and understood his vocation at the foot of the 
Crucifix.  Anyone who was called to join Eugene needed to have as a starting point and as a point 
of focus the fact of God’s love expressed on the Cross.

My dear friend, read this letter at the foot of your crucifix with the desire to listen only 
to God regarding what the good of his glory and the salvation of souls demand from a 
priest like yourself.

Henri Tempier was invited to look at the religious situation of the poorer people in Provence 
through the eyes of the Crucified Savior.  It was an invitation to feel from the depth of his heart 
their experience of not having a sense of direction in their lives because God was absent.

Dismiss the attraction of possessions, the love of comfort and convenience; 
allow yourself to be fully penetrated by the situation of the people who live in the 
countryside, by the state of religion among them, by the apostasy that daily spreads 
wider with dreadfully ravaging effects. 
Look at the feebleness of the means employed to date to oppose this flood of evil; ask 
your heart what it would like to do to remedy these disasters and then reply to my 
letter.  (Letter to Henri Tempier, 9 October 1815 O.W. VI n. 4)

REFLECTION FIVE:  THE MEMBERS  
OF THE ORCHESTRA ARE CHOSEN
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A group of young idealists
Who were these first men who joined the “orchestra” on 25 January 1816?
Eugene De Mazenod was 33 years old, and had been a priest for four years.
The first three of his companions had been seminarians in Aix at the time when he had been a 

part-time spiritual director and confessor there from 1812 onwards:
 Auguste Icard was 25 years old, ordained two years before.
 Henri Tempier was 27, and had been a priest for two years.
 Sébastien Deblieu was 27, and had three years of priestly ministry.
I am always struck by how young these four were when they came together, full of youthful 

ideals and not too long an experience of priestly ministry.
 Emmanuel Maunier was 46, and was a widower who was ordained a priest for 18 years.
 Pierre Mie was 47, and had been a priest for 18 years.
The older men, Maunier and Mie, had both experienced being persecuted as priests during 

the Revolution and, at danger to themselves, had ministered secretly to people.  Their experiences 
would have made them very open to Eugene’s understanding of the damage caused to the Church 
by the Revolution – especially as expressed in the Preface.

Fragile instruments
The missionaries were fragile persons and not all was rose-colored in their life.
Within months the youngest, Auguste Icard, was expelled from the group.  In the Register 

of Admissions to the Novitiate, Eugene made a note next to Icard’s entry that “reasons of major 
importance” obliged him “shortly after to notify Icard he was no longer to consider himself a 
member of our Society.”  Over 20 years later Eugene recalled in his Mémoires the one “whose 
name we no longer mention amongst us” in this way:

Can one believe that the very one who indicated the first companions whom I chose, 
and who proposed himself to join me with them, was a miserable priest whom I had 
to chase after the first mission.  He never rid himself of his infamous habits, and lived 
as a bad priest for the rest of the few years he spent on this earth, and died without 
any religious assistance, impenitent, by a death that they say was self-inflicted.  
(Rambert I, p. 164)

In 1823, Emmanuel Maunier and Sébastien Deblieu also left the Missionaries to be diocesan 
priests elsewhere.

Three of Eugene’s original five first companions did not persevere!  Indeed the missionary is a 
fragile instrument.

Reflection 5
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WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

John 1:38-40
Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, “What are you looking for?”  They 

said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  He said to them, 
“Come, and you will see.”  So they went and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him 
that day.  It was about four in the afternoon.  Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the 
two who heard John and followed Jesus.

Mark 3:13-19
He went up the mountain and summoned those whom he wanted and they came to him.  He 

appointed 12 [whom he also named apostles] that they might be with him and he might send 
them forth to preach and to have authority to drive out demons:  he appointed the 12:  Simon, 
whom he named Peter; James, son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James, whom he named 
Boanerges, that is, sons of thunder; Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son 
of Alphaeus; Thaddeus, Simon the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot who betrayed him.

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE:
“The sight of these evils has so touched the hearts of certain priests, zealous for the glory of 

God, men with an ardent love for the Church, that they are willing to give their lives, if need be, 
for the salvation of souls.” (Preface)

“Jesus never ceases to call people to follow him and to proclaim the Kingdom.  Some are drawn 
to answer that call through the joy and generosity of our lives.  We must lose no opportunity to let 
people see how urgent are the needs of the Church and the world and come to know the way in 
which our Congregation responds to those needs.  We will also pray and have others pray that the 
Lord send laborers into his harvest.” CC&RR, Constitution 52

“Novitiate formation ends with a free and faith-filled commitment in the Oblate Congregation.  
The novice, having experienced the Father’s love in Jesus, dedicates his life to making that love 
visible.  He entrusts his fidelity to the one whose cross he shares, whose promises are his hope.” 
CC&RR, Constitution 59

WE RESPOND:
•  Recall your vocation story – when and how did you become aware of the eyes of the Savior 

looking at you?
•  Constitution 59 describes the goal of our novitiate process.  What has been the theme playing 

throughout your life since then?
•  What is the “vocation story” of your community – what was the purpose of its coming 
into existence?

•  Prayerfully recall some of those who were part of the Oblate journey and have left.
•  Sadly, at times we have been the cause of pain and destructive disharmony in the lives of others.  

A good opportunity now to pray for forgiveness in thought and action.
•  Other…

Reflection 5
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CONCLUDING PRAYER

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which  
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life  
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned: 

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation,  
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth  
and the light of the world,  

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit. 
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 5

“Have you seen a symphony orchestra?  There is a person at 
the back carrying a triangle.  Now and again the conductor 

will point to him or her and that person will play “ting.” 
That might seem so insignificant, but in the conception of 
the composer something irreplaceable would be lost to the 
total beauty of the symphony if that “ting” did not happen.”

Desmond Tutu
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who brought us together in apostolic community.”
   Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?  Who shall stand in his holy place?
 “The man with clean hands and pure heart, who desires not worthless things.”
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who brought us together in apostolic community.”

REFLECTION
25 January 1816 marked the first day of community life for the Missionaries, with the arrival of the first 

members of the Oblate “orchestra.”  Eugene had bought some of the Carmelite Convent, with an arrangement 
that the seller, Madame Gontier, could continue using the greater part of the building for her boarding school for 
girls.  In his Memoires, Eugene tells us that she had…

… left us narrowly confined to the rooms she had conceded to us.  To reach the top-floor 
apartment, which now serves as a library, we had to use the small staircase leading 
from the outside of the house; we had great difficulty squeezing into these quarters.  
Thus, two of our group slept in the room that has now become the library, while I 
myself slept in the narrow passageway leading to it.

As we had very little furniture in those first days, we set a lamp on the threshold of the 
connecting door and it served the three of us at bedtime.

The refectory, supposedly temporary, remained poorly furnished for a long time.  Our 
improvised table was merely a plank placed over two barrels which served as legs.  
The fireplace, where we did our cooking, smoked so badly that it blotted the daylight 
out of the foxhole where we ate with great relish the meager portions set before us.  
This suited the dispositions God had put into our hearts far more than the leisurely 
meals my mother would have been glad to serve us at her home.  We had lost none 
of our gaiety; on the contrary, since this way of life was such a striking contrast 
to the one we had just given up, it often provided us with many a hearty laugh.” 
(Memoires, cited by Rambert I, p. 177)

REFLECTION SIX:  THIS MEMORABLE 
DAY THAT I WILL NEVER FORGET FOR  

AS LONG AS I LIVE
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The all-important first day of community life for the Missionaries was obviously a story often repeated in all its 
details.  In his Memoires, Father Tempier, described it as:  “This memorable day that I will never forget for as long 
as I live.”

Here Eugene repeats the story to the novices and scholastics, in Billens in Switzerland, and narrates the 
beginning of their religious family, and draws a conclusion linked with the vow of poverty and the call 
to simplicity.

Tomorrow I celebrate the anniversary of the day, sixteen years ago, I left my mother’s 
house to go and set up house at the Mission.  Father Tempier had taken possession of 
it some days before.  Our lodging had none of the splendor of the mansion at Billens, 
and whatever deprivations you may be subject to, ours were greater still.  My camp-bed 
was placed in the small passageway which leads to the library:  it was then a large 
room used as a bedroom for Father Tempier and for one other whose name we no 
longer mention amongst us.  It was also our community room.  One lamp was all our 
lighting and, when it was time for bed, it was placed in the doorway to give light to all 
three of us.

The table that adorned our refectory was one plank laid alongside another, on top of 
two old barrels.  We have never enjoyed the blessing of such poverty since the time we 
took the vow.  Without question, it was a foreshadowing of the state of perfection that 
we now live so imperfectly.  I highlight this wholly voluntary deprivation deliberately 
(it would have been easy to put a stop to it and to have everything that was needed 
brought from my mother’s house) so as to draw the lesson that God in his goodness was 
directing us even then, and really without us having yet given it a thought, towards the 
evangelical counsels which we were to profess later on.  It is through experiencing them 
that we learnt their value.

 I assure you we lost none of our merriment; on the contrary, as this new way of life 
was in quite striking contrast with that we had just left, we often found ourselves 
having a hearty laugh over it.  I owed this tribute to the memory of our first day of 
common life.  How happy I would be to live it now with you! (Letter to Jean-Baptiste 
Mille and the novices and scholastics, 24 January 1831, O.W. VIII n. 383)

Reflection 6
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WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

Mark 3:14
He appointed 12 [whom he also named apostles] that they might be with him and he might 

send them forth to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.

Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the 

breaking of the bread and to the prayers.  Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
they would sell their property and possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s 
need.  Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking 
bread in their homes.  They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God 
and enjoying favor with all the people.  And every day the Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved.

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE:
“How, indeed, did our Lord Jesus Christ proceed when he undertook to convert the world? He 

chose a number of apostles and disciples whom he himself trained in piety, and he filled them with 
his Spirit.  These men he sent forth, once they had been schooled in his teaching, to conquer the 
world which, before long, was to bow to his holy rule.”  (Preface)

“A spirit of simplicity and joyfulness marks our communities.  In sharing what we are and what 
we have with one another, we find acceptance and support.  Each of us offers his friendship and 
places his God-given talents at the service of all.  This enriches our spiritual life, our intellectual 
development and our apostolic activity.

In humility and with the strength of charity, we express our responsibility for each other in 
fraternal correction and forgiveness.”  CC&RR, Constitution 39

WE RESPOND:
•  Recall your first days of Oblate ministerial life.  Are those ideals still with you?
•  Spend time thinking of some of the Oblates you have known in your life…
•  Other…

Reflection 6
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CONCLUDING PRAYER

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which 
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life 
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned: 

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation, 
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth  
and the light of the world,  

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit.
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 6

“The world lies in the hands of those that have the 
courage to dream and who take the risk of living out 

their dreams – each according to his or her own talent.”
Paulo Coelho
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, whose Word is a light for our path.” 

O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light upon us.
  So will your ways be known upon the earth and all nations learn your saving help.
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, whose Word is a light for our path.”

REFLECTION
What did the newly-formed group of Missionaries do on 25 January 1816?  A few weeks’ before, Eugene had 

written to Henri Tempier about his program for this day:

At this meeting we will draw up the Rule which we will have to follow.

We will confer on the manner in which we will carry out our good work.

We will help each other mutually with advice and with all that the good God will 
inspire in each of us for our common sanctification.

We will then issue our first declaration for the edification of the Church and of the 
people.  This will be a decisive step.  (Letter to Henri Tempier, 13 December 1815, 
O.W. VI n. 7)

Continuing our musical image, a composer creates a melody and writes the score for it to be played by others.  
The Rule which Eugene drew up was the score for us to reproduce the melody of our Oblate charism in the 
instruments of our lives.

After nearly three years of working with his youth congregation members, Eugene knew how essential it was 
to have a Rule to keep the group together and moving in the same direction.  For him a Rule was much more 
than a book of regulations to ensure the efficient functioning of a group:  a Rule was the putting into words 
of the ideal that inspired the group, the vision which was to guide their daily actions, and the means to achieve 
their ideals.

REFLECTION SEVEN:  THE MUSIC IS 
WRITTEN AS A GUIDE TO OUR LIFE
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The letter that the newly-formed group wrote to the Capitular Vicars of Aix contained what we can call our 
first Rule.  The first part reads:

Deeply moved by the situation of the abandoned people, they explained their vision.

The undersigned priests:

 -deeply moved by the deplorable situation of the small towns and villages of Provence 
that have almost completely lost the faith;

-knowing from experience that the hard-heartedness or indifference of these people 
renders the ordinary help supplied by your concern for their salvation insufficient and 
even useless;

-convinced that missions are the only means by which these people who have gone 
astray can be brought out of their degradation;

-desiring, at the same time, to respond to the call which summons them to consecrate 
themselves to this demanding ministry;

-and wishing to accomplish it in a manner as useful to themselves as it is beneficial for 
the people whom they propose to evangelize;

-have the honor of requesting from you the authorization to come together at Aix in 
the old house of the Carmelites which one of them has acquired; and to live there in 
community under a Rule whose main points they now indicate to you.  (Request to 
the Capitular Vicars of Aix, 25 January 1816, O.W. XIII n. 2)

Today we celebrate how the Mazenodian family has continued to live this same response for 200 years.

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

Deuteronomy 30:18-20
I tell you today that you will certainly perish; you will not have a long life on the land which 

you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  I call heaven and earth today to witness against 
you:  I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.  Choose life, then, that you 
and your descendants may live, by loving the Lord, your God, obeying his voice, and holding fast 
to him.  For that will mean life for you, a long life for you to live on the land which the Lord 
swore to your ancestors, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give to them.

Reflection 7
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Luke 10:26-28
Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?”  He said in reply, “You 

shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”  He replied to him, “You have answered 
correctly; do this and you will live.”

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE:
“Such are the great works of salvation that can crown the efforts of priests whom God has 

inspired with the desire to form themselves into a Society in order to work more effectively for 
the salvation of souls and for their own sanctification.  To bring all this into being, they must carry 
out their duty worthily, faithfully fulfilling their splendid vocation.

But it is not enough for them simply to be convinced of the sublime nature of the ministry to 
which they have been called.  The example of the saints and reason itself make it amply clear that 
the success of such a holy undertaking as well as the maintenance of discipline in any society make 
certain rules of life absolutely necessary for unity of thought and action among the members.  
Such unity is a body’s strength, keeping up its fervor and insuring that it lasts.” (Preface)

The Constitutions and Rules set out a privileged means for each Oblate to follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus Christ.  They are inspired by the charism lived by the Founder and 
his first companions; also, they have received the approval of the Church.  Thus, they allow 
each Oblate to evaluate the quality of his response to his vocation and to become a saint.  
CC&RR, Constitution 163

WE RESPOND:
•  At our oblation we received the Rule, with the words:  “Do this and you will live.”  And 
since then…?

•  What is the Rule of Life that personally guides you?  How does it nourish and inspire you?
•  Other…

Reflection 7
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CONCLUDING PRAYER

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which  
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life  
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned: 

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation,  
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth  
and the light of the world,  

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit.
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 7

“It’s easy to play any musical instrument:  all you 
have to do is touch the right key at the right 

time and the instrument will play itself.”
Johann Sebastian Bachl
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who sends us to proclaim the Gospel.”
   Glorify the Lord, Jerusalem; Zion, offer praise to your God, 

He sends his command to earth; his word runs swiftly!
R/ “Come, let us worship the Lord, who sends us to proclaim the Gospel.”

REFLECTION

Mission is a fruit of prayer
Once the missionaries had completed the presentation of their vision statement to the diocesan 

authorities, they began a ten-day period of prayer and recollection in preparation for their first 
parish mission, which was to begin in the village of Grans on 11 February.  In this way a pattern 
was established of setting time aside for intense prayer before each mission.

Leading the most abandoned to share our music
The first parish mission set the pattern for all the missions animated by the Oblates throughout 

Eugene’s lifetime.  It began at the entrance of the village with a brief ceremony of adoration of 
the Cross, which was then carried in procession to the church for the start of the activities.  There 
was to be no doubt in the minds of the villagers that the whole mission was being undertaken 
“through the eyes of the Crucified Savior.”  Eugene, and the Oblates ministering with him, aimed 
at sharing his own transforming experience of Good Friday.  What God had done in his life, he 
wanted God to repeat in the life of those they ministered to.

In five weeks they received a thorough daily catechesis from the Oblates, being instructed in 
the important elements of the faith.

The people are caught up in thoughtless ignorance of all concerning their salvation.  
The consequence of their ignorance has been a weakening of the faith and a corruption 
of morals with all the license which that inevitably entails.  Thus, it is supremely 
important, it is urgently imperative, that we lead the multitude of lost sheep back to 
the fold, that we teach these degenerate Christians who Jesus Christ is, that we rescue 
them from Satan’s power and show them the way to eternal life.  (Preface)

Learning “who Jesus Christ is” the people were helped to see themselves, one another and the world through 
His eyes.  The aim of the missionaries was to instruct, and then to accompany the people to an enduring 
commitment to the Savior, expressed in the sacraments and in service and prayer.  In 200 years our methods have 
changed, but our missionary goals remain the same:  to help people to see themselves through the eyes of Christ 
the Savior, and to understand what this means and how to live it.

REFLECTION EIGHT:   
LET THE MUSIC PLAY...
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Our first mission center
Once the mission was over in Grans, Eugene and the missionaries returned to Aix in March 

1816.  Forty years later Eugene reminisced about the activities of our first community:

[Fr. Tempier had remained in Aix during the mission in Grans] but certainly not in 
idleness.  Service had to be provided in the church where I had arranged to have prayers 
for the faithful every evening.  This prayer was always either preceded or followed by a 
subject for meditation.

Every day there were numerous young people (more than 300) members of my 
Youth Congregation who gathered in the choir of the church or played together 
in the large room of the house.  On Sundays they assisted at Mass during which 
they received an instruction.  In the afternoon, during or after Vespers, they were 
taught catechism, which did not mean that there was no public sermon...  The 
confessions of that little flock also had to be heard…; the work was really too much.  
(Diary of 5 September 1857, O.W. XXII)

It is easy here to recognize the same spirit that motivated the parish missions in the villages – this is why 
Eugene referred to the ministries of our communities as being “permanent missions.”  Leflon’s description of 
the early days of the church of the mission gives a good idea of the foundations laid by Eugene and his first 
companions in 1816:

“In fact, the public also attended Mass there; their number soon became large enough to 
warrant hastening the renovation of the church, and on Palm Sunday, April 7, it was ready for 
public worship… More and more, the mission church became a hub of intense spirituality for 
the city and, due to the Sacred Heart League which the Founder established there, it was also the 
center of a devotion that was very dear to the heart of Father De Mazenod.

As soon as the Mission Church – as the faithful soon referred to it – was opened for worship, 
Father De Mazenod made it the center of the Confraternity of the Sacred Heart which he 
had previously founded.  Each First Friday of the month, the associates assisted at Mass and 
communion, which were preceded by a meditation read aloud, and returned in the evening for a 
special instruction.” (J. Leflon, Volume II p. 42-43)

Youth, prisoners, those condemned to death, the sick, the workers, those on the margins – all found a spiritual 
home in our mission centers:  through instructions in the faith, adult catechesis, preaching, sacraments, devotions, 
sodalities and Oblate closeness to the people, all were invited to participate in and appropriate the salvation 
offered on the Cross.

Reflection 8
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WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

Luke 10:1-3
After this the Lord appointed 72 others whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and 

place he intended to visit.  He said to them, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so 
ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.  Go on your way; behold, I am 
sending you like lambs among wolves.”

Mark 6:6-13; 30-33
He went around to the villages in the vicinity teaching.  He summoned the Twelve and began 

to send them out two by two and gave them authority over unclean spirits.  He instructed them to 
take nothing for the journey but a walking stick – no food, no sack, no money in their belts.  They 
were, however, to wear sandals but not a second tunic.  He said to them, “Wherever you enter a 
house, stay there until you leave from there.  Whatever place does not welcome you or listen to 
you, leave there and shake the dust off your feet in testimony against them.”  So they went off and 
preached repentance.  They drove out many demons, and they anointed with oil many who were 
sick and cured them.

The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught.  He said 
to them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.”  People were coming and 
going in great numbers, and they had no opportunity even to eat.  So they went off in the boat by 
themselves to a deserted place.  People saw them leaving and many came to know about it.  They 
hastened there on foot from all the towns and arrived at the place before them.

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE:
“The call of Jesus Christ, heard within the Church through people’s need for salvation, draws us 

together as Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate.  Christ thus invites us to follow him and to 
share in his mission through word and work.

We are a clerical Congregation of pontifical right.  We come together in apostolic communities 
of priests and brothers, united to God by the vows of religion.  Cooperating with the Savior 
and imitating his example, we commit ourselves principally to evangelizing the poor.”  
CC&RR, Constitution 1

“The community of the Apostles with Jesus is the model of our life.  Our Lord grouped the 
Twelve around him to be his companions and to be sent out as his messengers (cf. Mk 3:14).  
The call and the presence of the Lord among us today bind us together in charity and obedience 
to create anew in our own lives the Apostles’ unity with him and their common mission in his 
Spirit.”  CC&RR, Constitution 1

WE RESPOND:
•  Recall some of the highlights of your ministry and give thanks as you do so.
•  Are there people that you have hurt or failed in your ministry?  Take some time to pray for them.
•  Who are the people who have supported you in your ministry?  Give thanks and pray for them.
•  Other…

Reflection 8
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CONCLUDING PRAYER

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which  
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life  
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned: 

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation,  
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth  
and the light of the world,  

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit.
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 8

“Music is your own experience, your own thoughts, 
your wisdom.  If you don’t live it, it won’t come out 
of your horn.  They teach you there’s a boundary line 
to music.  But, man, there’s no boundary line to art.”

Charlie Parker
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CALL TO PRAYER
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who has given us the gift of the Oblates.”  

Come, let us sing to the Lord and shout with joy to the Rock who saves us.
  Let us approach God with praise and thanksgiving and sing joyful songs to the Lord.
R/ “ Come, let us worship the Lord, who has given us the gift of the Oblates.”

REFLECTION
Looking back on the events of 25 January 1816, we have so much to be thankful for.  Looking at 200 years of 

growth and missionary zeal since that first day, we can echo the song of Mary:  “The Lord has done great things.  
Holy is his name!”  Let us give thanks for our Mazenodian music, for those thousand who have come forward 
with the instruments of their lives to play the Cross’s melody of salvation.  Let us praise God for the hundreds of 
thousands in six continents and in over 65 countries who have received the music from the Oblates and amplified 
it through their lives and heroic service in difficult situations.

God’s favor
The initial group of priests who became missionaries in 1816 heard the Savior’s invitation to 

consecrate the instruments of their lives through religious life and the evangelical counsels in 1818 
as brothers and priests.

In 1826 our “orchestra” received the title of Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate and 
our Rule and Society was approved by the Church.  Approbation meant a recognition that what 
happened on 25 January 1816 had come from God.  Like Mary, the Reed of God, Eugene had 
allowed the Spirit of God to blow through his life – and the melody of the Paschal Mystery 
became our Oblate symphony.  Always close to the people, our missionaries invited laity to 
participate in the music and to be associated with the grace and the adventure of “through the eyes 
of our Crucified Savior we see the world which he redeemed with his blood, desiring that those 
in whom he continues to suffer will know also the power of his Resurrection.”

Saint Eugene prays for us
A few weeks after our foundation, Eugene and Tempier felt called to pronounce private vows 

on Holy Thursday.  Eugene described the joy of the moment and their prayer during the night:

… and we prayed the divine Master that, if it were his holy will to bless our 
undertaking, to lead our present companions and those who would be associated 
with us in the future, to appreciate the full value of this oblation of one’s entire self 
to God, when one wanted to serve him unreservedly and to consecrate one’s life to 
the spread of his holy Gospel and the conversion of souls.  Our wishes were granted.  
(Rambert I, p. 187)

REFLECTION NINE:  A SONG OF 
 PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
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I find it touching that “those who would be associated with us in the future” were prayed for 
on that night.  That means that Eugene prayed for you and I and for every other person who has 
been associated with his music as part of the wider Mazenodian family!  The prayer of Eugene 
reflects the prayer of Jesus at the Last Supper:  “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf 
of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one.” (John 17:20)

As a canonized saint, Eugene continues to pray for us from what he often referred to as the 
Oblate community in heaven.

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

2 Corinthians 1:3-4
Blessed be the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and God of 

all encouragement, who encourages us in our every affliction, so that we may be able to encourage 
those who are in any affliction with the encouragement with which we ourselves are encouraged 
by God.

Colossians 1:3-4
We always give thanks to God, the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, for 

we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love that you have for all the holy ones.

I Thessalonians 1:2-3
We give thanks to God always for all of you, remembering you in our prayers, unceasingly 

calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, before our God and Father.

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14
But we ought to give thanks to God for you always, brothers loved by the Lord, because God 

chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in truth.  To 
this end he has also called you through our gospel to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

WE LISTEN TO OUR RULE OF LIFE:
“Each Oblate through his oblation assumes responsibility for the common heritage of the 

Congregation, expressed in the Constitutions and Rules and our family tradition.  He is exhorted 
to let himself be guided by these norms in creative fidelity to the legacy bequeathed by St. Eugene 
De Mazenod.”  CC&RR, Constitution 168

WE RESPOND:
•  Gratitude for you missionary vocation
•  Renewal of vows
•  Other…

Reflection 9



Missionary Oblates Bicentenary Novena   37

CONCLUDING PRAYER

God our Father, we thank You for the gift of the charism which  
You have given us through St. Eugene De Mazenod.

You have called us to a missionary life  
in order to preach the Gospel to the most abandoned: 

Evangelizare pauperibus misit me. 
Pauperes evangelizantur.

At this time of celebration of the 200th anniversary of our foundation,  
we ask You for the grace of finding in Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, the center of our life and of our mission.

We hear the call to a profound  
personal and communal conversion. 

Help us to become the salt of the earth  
and the light of the world,  

so as to proclaim in today’s world  
the values of Your Kingdom in word and deed.

We beg You, Lord, to send upon us Your Spirit.
Help us to be yours, inflamed with Your love,  
sparing no effort to extend Your Kingdom  

and totally committed to the good of today’s poor.

We ask this through the intercession  
of Mary Immaculate, our Mother,  
and of St. Eugene De Mazenod.

Amen.

Reflection 9

“Music does bring people together.  It allows us to experience 
the same emotions.  People everywhere are the same in heart 
and spirit.  No matter what language we speak, what color we 
are, the form of our politics or the expression of our love and 

our faith, music proves:  We are the same.”
John Denver
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“All that is necessary is a little 
courage and confidence 
in God, Who will show us 
the way and Who will never 
abandon us.”

St. Eugene De Mazenod



9480 North De Mazenod Drive
Belleville, Illinois  62223-1160
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